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Tree Impact Summary
West Lake Drive — Phase 3 1 Street and Utility Reconstruction &

City Beach Improvements
City of Detroit Lakes/ Becker County, MN

March 10, 2026

Apex Project No. 19. 178. 0179

1.   Existing Trees: 159

2.  Tree Removal:

A.  Total Trees Removed: 104 ( 65% of Existing)
69 for trail and clear zone near beach

21 for grading to existing from trail on beach

11 for plaza spaces and improvements

3 for grading in areas other than beach

B.   Existing Tree Health
1)     Forestry Survey— Of Trees Being Removed:

30% have an expected life of less than 3 years
85% have an expected life of less than 10 years

3.  Tree/ Plant Replacement Plan: See attached for illustration of this information. Note that the drawings have

not been updated to reflect final design so there is some variation from the drawings to the final plan.

However, it is still a reasonable representation of the tree removal and planting plan.

A.   New Trees: 58

2. 5" Deciduous B& B: 34

2" Ornamental B& B: 8

Spade Trees (+/- 78"): 16

B.   New Plants:

Perennial Plants ( 1 Gal. containers): 1, 556

Shrubs: 140

C.   Replacement Ratio:

Trees were not replaced on a 1: 1 ratio as the existing trees are overly crowed, resulting in

damage and reducing life expectancy.

Proposed plan is striking the balance of providing shade without overcrowding and spaces
with more sunlight.

D.  Shade Sails

Shade sails are being incorporated into public seating spaces at the Summit and Minnesota

plaza' spaces. These were added to the project in part to mitigate the loss of shade in the

short term, resulting from the tree removal.
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NEW TREES STRATEGY

yPreserve Sightlines: New tree placement designed to preserve sightlines
to the lake from approaching roads

Cluster at Key Areas: New trees strategically clustered near seating areas

and key gathering points to enhance user comfort and visual interest

Maintain Continuous Canopy: New trees located to restore continuity of

the canopy along the road
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