
Jon Pratt, PE  City Engineer

March 4, 2025

Public Open House

West Lake Drive – Phase 3



Goals & Presentation Overview

▪ Presentation…Going to Keep it Brief

▪ Goals of Open House 

• Inform 

• Answer Questions 

• Gain Input 

▪ Follow-up Input and Information

• Online Access to: 

 Project Webpage  

 Interactive Map 

 Presentations 

 Survey 



PROJECT STRUCTURE



Project Structure

▪ Cooperative Project
• City of Detroit Lakes
• Becker County

▪ Split into two projects
• Schedule
• Funding/Review Process
• Packaging of Similar Work
• Parallel Bidding/Construction

WLD Phase 3 (Core Project)
Roadway
Sidewalk

Trail 
Stormwater 
Watermain

Lighting 

Beach Improvements
Beach Walk

Landscaping/Streetscaping
Plaza Spaces & Amenities 

Boat Launch 
Parking Lot 



PROJECT BACKGROUND



2013

Capital Improvement 
Plan

2017/18

RDG WLD Study

2021 & 2022

TA Grant 

$700k

Winter ‘23

LRIP Grant 

$1.5 mill

Summer ’23

Survey

November ’23

Project Scoping 
Meeting

January ‘24

Environmental & 
Preliminary Design

January ‘24

Shifted Construction 
to 2026

Summer ‘24

Began Easement 
Acquisition

Summer ‘24

Layout concepts 

Winter  ‘24/25

Final Design

December ‘24

Begin Preliminary 
Design on Beach 
Improvements

February ‘25

City/County Workshop

March ‘25 

Public Open House

Spring ‘25 

Complete 
WLD/Roadway Design

Summer ‘25

Complete Beach 
Improvement Design

Summer/Fall ‘ 25

Regulatory 
Reviews/Approvals

December ‘25

Bidding

Summer ‘26

Construction

Project Background



RDG Study

▪ Completed over 12 months 2017/2018
• Included beachfront and WLD corridor redevelopment 

Website

Public 
Questionnaire

Focus 
Groups

Random/Public 
Interviews

Kickoff 
Meeting

Design 
Workshops

Two Open 
Houses

City Council 
Work Session



PROPOSED ROADWAY
& TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS



Street Geometrics

▪ North Sidewalk
• 4’ minimum required
• 1’ clearance required near curb and buildings

• Results in 5’ and 6’ required in some locations

• 6’ sidewalk recommend

▪ Shoulder
• Minimum required is 2’
• Recommend 3’ 
 Narrow traffic lanes
 Adjacent sidewalk



Street Geometrics

▪ Traffic Lanes
• 11’ minimum, 12’ typical
• Recommend 11.5’ in this situation
 Reduce vehicle speeds
 Minimize section width
 Same as WLD Phase 1

▪ Parking Lane (South Side Only)
• 8’ minimum required
• 10’ – 12’ typical
• Recommend 10’
 Based on usage, traffic volumes



Street Geometrics

▪ Boulevard (Between Parking Lane and Trail)
• 4’ minimum required to accommodate lighting and signage

▪ Trail
• Minimum 8’
• Typical 10’ to 12’
• Recommend 10’

▪ New Section is 57’ vs. 50’



Street Alignment

▪ Includes +/-4’ shift north at Rossman
• Tapering +/- 1 block east and west
• Reduces impact to beach space & trees 
• More space for boat landing

▪ Reviewed 5 options for street/trail section and alignment
• Balance available right-of-way, tree impacts, and improvement needs



Other Improvements

▪ Lighting
• New lighting throughout
• Match previous phases
• Located in concrete boulevard
• Other accent/security lighting at some beach features

▪ Electrical Distribution
• Replace existing overhead with underground
• Convenience power at some beach locations 



Other Topics

▪ Parking 
▪ Tree Impacts 
▪ Stormwater 
▪ Land Use Comparison
▪ Boat Launch 
▪ Cost/Funding 



CONSTRUCTION



Construction Phasing

▪ Likely phased in 2-3 segments
• Phase 1
 Legion to Rossman or Summit

• Phase 2/3
 Rossman or Summit to Washington

▪ Beach/Landscaping/Streetscaping
• Likely will follow behind street construction
• Segmented construction
• Allow the beach to stay open as much as possible

▪ Parking Accommodations
• Possibly construct People’s Parking Lot - Summer 2025



THANK YOU!



Project Contacts: 

Jon Pratt – City Engineer 
218-844-2582
jpratt@cityofdetroitlakes.com

Kelcey Klemm – City Administrator 
218-846-7123
kklemm@cityofdetroitlakes.com

Jim Olson – Becker Co. Engineer
218-847-4463
jdolson@co.becker.mn.us 

mailto:jpratt@cityofdetroitlakes.com
mailto:kklemm@cityofdetroitlakes.com
mailto:jdolson@co.becker.mn.us
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